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Religion and Philosophy Collection 

This database provides full texts of articles from more than 300 different journals on subjects including world religions, major denominations, biblical studies, religious history, epistemology, political philosophy, the philosophy of language, moral philosophy and the history of philosophy. 

ATLA Religion Database (Religion Index Online)   

ATLA Religion Database provides the bibliographic details of articles from over 1,500 journals on subjects including biblical studies, world religions, church history, and religion in social issues. It is a much bigger database than Religion and Philosophy Collection but it does not provide the full text of the article.
Articles not available online as full text can be obtained on inter library loan if they are not available in LKH, John Rylands Library or Chester University Library (depending on your validating institution).
To access the databases
Go to http://search.ebscohost.com.
Enter the ID and password, which are obtainable from Library staff.
For the most comprehensive list of results, you can search both databases at the same time.  To check if a particular journal is available as full text on the Religion and Philosophy database, click on the link to the Title List.
Searching the database
There are three ways to search the database.  Click on the options below the search box depending on whether you wish to use the Advanced Search (default option), Basic Search or Visual Search.
The Advanced option offers the additional feature of combining search terms (for example, word from title, author surname, subject or keyword) and searching using Field Codes.  They allow you to narrow your search by specifying which parts of the catalogue record are to be searched.  Examples of Field Codes include TI (Title) and AU (Author).  You can combine your search terms using the words AND, OR and NOT. This is known as Boolean searching and is a very effective way of refining your search in order to produce the best results.   

The Visual search can be used if you prefer to see your results displayed in columns or blocks rather than as a long list.  You may find it helpful if you find it easier to absorb information that is presented visually rather than textually, or if you have difficulty reading large amounts of text on a screen.
Wildcard Searching

Use the wildcard symbol (*) to create searches where there are unknown characters, multiple spellings or various endings. You can insert the asterisk in the middle or at the end of a search term but not at the beginning.
For example, type wom*n to find all citations containing women or woman or type Christ* to find the words Christ, Christianity or Christian.
This kind of searching will increase the number of relevant results and also save you time.
Limiting your search

We recommend that if you are using the default Advanced search, you place some limits on your results.  Once you have entered your search term(s), scroll down the screen and limit your search by date of publication (to receive only the most recently published articles) or by document/publication type (to receive only journal articles, or only book reviews).  

There are many other limiters available which you will probably never need to use.  However, limiting your search as described above will ensure that you only receive the results that are relevant to you.

If you are searching across both databases, please scroll right down to the bottom of the screen and make sure that you have put your limiters on twice, once for each database.

Then click on the Search button.

Viewing your results
The first ten results are displayed on the screen.  To see other results, click on the page numbers at the top or bottom of the screen.  The total number of results is displayed in the box on the left of the screen.
There is a link to the full text article (if available) underneath the reference for each result (either in HTML or PDF format, or sometimes both).
If you wish to narrow your search, use the options on the left hand side of the screen, where you can limit your search by the date of publication (if you have not already done so) and by adding an additional subject to your search by clicking on the word subject.
Setting up a personal account on EBSCO

Click on the Sign In option in the top right hand corner of the screen.
Click on the option to Create a New Account and complete the form.

When you log in to your account and run a search, you can now add and save any citations to your personal folder.

Click on the link in the top right hand corner of the screen to view the contents of your folder.  The options on the right of the screen allow you to print, email or save the contents of your folder, or export them to save in a different format.

Setting up journal alerts
It is possible to customize the database so that you receive an email or RSS feed whenever a new issue of a journal is made available in full text on the database.  This is useful if you regularly refer to any of the journals available via the Religion and Philosophy Collection.
Sign in to your account.  Move your cursor over the Publications option at the top of the screen.

Select the Religion and Philosophy Collection.

Search for the title of the journal for which you want to set up an alert.  Click on the title and then click on the option to Alert/Save/Share on the right hand side of the screen.  Enter your email address or other details and save.
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